Safe volunteering for St Thomas a Becket [f “
Church, Ramsey
76 c‘

]

Thank you for all you do in furthering the work of our
Christian mission in church and in the wider community.

The Church takes the safety of everyone very seriously and expects you to

e read and follow the Safeguarding Policy
e report any concerns to the Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO)
(Jane Cusworth 01487 814984 Email:safeguarding@ramseysandupwood.org)
e treat individuals with respect
e ensure their welfare and safety

Role: Churchwardens
Responsible to: The (Acting) Bishop of Ely
(Taken from the Diocese of Ely website.)
Requirements for Churchwardens

Churchwardens must be baptised, regular communicants who are resident
in the parish or on the Electoral Roll.

In addition, any churchwarden:

« must be over 21 (minimum age varies between 18 and 21)

e should consent to being appointed

e should have been confirmed and should have received communion at
least three times in the previous year.

Functions of Churchwardens

e to be officers of the bishop (not the incumbent or PCC)

e to hold ex-officio membership of the PCC

o to be foremost in representing the laity and co-operating with the
incumbent

e to encourage parishioners in the practice of true religion and to
promote unity and peace

» to have oversight of finance, even though the detail of this will be
handled by the treasurer

o to have oversight of the care of the fabric of the parish church, and to
report on its condition each year to the Parochial Church Council and
to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
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e to have legal ownership of the moveable furniture and ornaments of
the parish church, and to keep an up-to-date inventory of them

e to maintain an up-to-date logbook of all works done to the fabric of
the parish church

e to present, at the end of their year of office, answers to such questions
as are put to them by the bishop or archdeacon

e to ensure that all parish registers and records are properly kept and
filed

e during a vacancy, to share the oversight of the parish with the rural
dean.

First published on: 30th July 2019
Page last updated: Friday 18th October 2024 3:41 PM

Support/ Training
You will need a dbs check - Jane (PSO) will organise

You will need to undertake Safeguarding Training, at Basic, Foundation and
leadership level. Also Domestic Abuse training. Again, Jane will be in touch.

The Diocese annually hold a Churchwardens’ Training Day — recently in
September.

The Diocesan website provides information and support for many aspects of
being a churchwarden. Its officers are always there to help.

The Rural Dean is a valuable source of information and advice.

There are previous churchwardens ready to support at all times, (well nearly
all).
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